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15 Mistakes to Avoid

A practical guide from the team at Riverbend Hill Country Homes
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Starting Without a Clear Plan

Finalize layout, materials, and scope before demo
begins. Delaying choices on fixtures, tiles, or appliances
holds up the entire project — and is how costly change
orders happen.

Failing to Communicate Clearly

Misunderstandings cause costly mistakes. Document all
changes, selections, and agreements. Use an ongoing
To-Do List with dates, responsible parties, and
completion status.

Not Getting a Detailed Contract

Vague contracts lead to confusion. Your agreement
should outline full scope, payment terms, and warranty
details — with each construction category spelled out
individually.

Underestimating the Budget

Most people forget design fees, permits, and 'while
we're at it' changes. Add at least 20% for contingency
overall.

Hiring the Cheapest Contractor

Low bids often mean cut corners, unvetted subs, or
missing permits. Focus on proven reliability — not
lowest price.

Skipping the Design Phase

Inspiration photos aren't buildable plans. The design
phase solves flow, storage, lighting, and material
choices early. Ask for 2D and 3D renderings —
designing as you go costs thousands in delays.

Ignoring Lighting Design

A beautiful space can look flat under bad lighting. Layer
ambient, task, and accent lights for balance and
function. Pro tip: always add dimmers.

Not Thinking About Function First

Remodels should make daily life easier, not just more
stylish. Plan your layout around how you actually cook,
clean, and move through the space.
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15 Mistakes to Avoid When Remodeling (continued)

Forgetting About Ventilation Making Decisions Too Late

Moisture and odors damage finishes and air quality. Delaying fixture, tile, or appliance choices holds up the
Proper ventilation systems protect your investment and entire project. Finalize selections early to keep work
keep the environment comfortable. moving on schedule.

Choosing Materials on Looks Alone Neglecting Daily Life Planning

A beautiful finish doesn't always mean it's durable. Remodels disrupt routines more than expected. Plan
Choose materials that handle everyday use and are ahead for dust control, pet safety, and temporary living
easy to maintain. arrangements.

Ignoring Code and Permit Requirements Not Vetting Your Contractor

Skipping permits can create issues with resale and Online reviews aren't enough. Verify licenses,
insurance. Always remodel in compliance with local insurance, and recent project references before signing
building codes. anything.

Overlooking Quality Control

Good builders keep an on-site Project Manager
overseeing all subcontractor work to ensure every stage
meets the proper standard.

Ready to Build or Remodel? Call Riverbend Hill Country Homes Today.
512-842-7757 | riverbendhillcountryhomes.com
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